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Release: 16th July 2020 

Facing a downturn? Not utility-scale solar! 

Utility-scale solar energy has shrugged off any economic headwinds to record a strong first half, 

according to today’s figures from Wiki-Solar. Global installed capacity rose to over 240 GWAC, with 

24 GW of new installations – more than half of 2019’s record full-year total. 

The USA led the charge, while Spain and Japan are reasserting their prominence. Both have now 

overtaken the UK, toppling it from the #4 spot it had enjoyed since 2016. Australia, Mexico and 

Germany all threaten to do so too before the end of the year, according to Wiki-Solar’s Philip Wolfe. 

The USA has reasserted itself as the fastest growing market, adding over 8 GWAC, more than last 

year’s total. Now that solar plants have established themselves as the low cost energy option; 

Texas, Florida and South Carolina each added more than 1 GWAC of new capacity with California 

and Arizona not far behind. 

T E X T      E N D S 

Notes for editors:  

[1] This release on the utility-scale solar market is available here: 
http://wiki-solar.org/library/public/200716_Half_year_figures-All_change_near_the_top.pdf 

Top countries with > 1 GWAC installed utility-scale solar 

http://wiki-solar.org/library/public/200716_Half_year_figures-All_change_near_the_top.pdf
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[2] Wiki-Solar defines ‘utility-scale solar’ as more than 4 MWAC (~ 1,500 households in Europe) 
see: http://wiki-solar.org/data/glossary/utility-scale.html. 

[3] ‘Solar Photovoltaic Projects in the mainstream power market’ was published in 2012. 

[4] Wiki-Solar is the leading authority on utility-scale solar with a database covering over 13,000 
utility-scale solar projects, of which about three-quarters are operational. All figures are 
based on the AC export rating of operational plants. Projects under development are 
excluded until they have been commissioned. 
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